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The Diocese of Helena will soon begin a new class of  
Deacons! If you are a man of the parish and might 
be interested in considering the Deaconate, please 
contact Father Gilbaugh. Here are some FAQ’s from 
the USCCB about the deaconate... 

Who is a Deacon? 
A deacon is an ordained minister of the Catholic Church. 
There are three groups, or "orders," of ordained ministers 
in the Church: bishops, presbyters and deacons. Deacons 
are ordained as a sacramental sign to the Church and to 
the world of Christ, who came "to serve and not to be 
served." The entire Church is called by Christ to serve, and 
the deacon, in virtue of his sacramental ordination and 
through his various ministries, is to be a servant in a  
servant-Church.  

What are these "various ministries" of the Deacon? 
All ordained ministers in the Church are called to  
functions of Word, Sacrament, and Charity, but bishops, 
presbyters and deacons exercise these functions in  
various ways. As ministers of Word, deacons proclaim the 
Gospel, preach, and teach in the name of the Church. As 
ministers of Sacrament, deacons baptize, lead the faithful 
in prayer, witness marriages, and conduct wake and  
funeral services As ministers of Charity, deacons are  
leaders in identifying the needs of others, then marshaling 
the Church's resources to meet those needs. Deacons are 
also dedicated to eliminating the injustices or inequities 
that cause such needs. But no matter what specific  
functions a deacon performs, they flow from his  
sacramental identity. In other words, it is not only WHAT a 
deacon does, but WHO a deacon is, that is important.  
Is a Deacon ordained for the Parish or the Diocese? 
Whenever a person is ordained, he is to serve the diocesan 
Church. Deacons are no different in this regard: they are 
assigned by the bishop to ministries for which the bishop 
perceives a great need, and for which the deacon may have  
special gifts or talents. Most often, this will be within a 
parish setting, just as most priests serve in a parish. Once 
assigned to the parish, the deacon and any other clergy 
assigned to the parish minister under the immediate  
supervision of the pastor. However, this assignment may 
be changed at the request of the deacon or the initiative of 
the bishop.  
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/
diaconate/faqs 

Resources 
 

https://www.usccb.org/topics/project-rachel-ministry 
https://hopeafterabortion.com/ 

 

Catholic Social Services of Montana in Helena also offers Rachel’s Hope 
post-abortion healing ministry as well as many other services for pregnant 
women, new moms, and those who want to adopt: https://www.cssmt.org/ 

Founder of Project 
Rachel passes away  

Vicki Thorn passed away April 20th 
at age 72. She is best known for 
founding Project Rachel in 1984. As a 
trained bereavement and trauma 

counselor, she found more and more women coming for help 
after an abortion. She got a blessing and funding from the 
Archbishop of Milwaukee, WI, to start ‘something’ to help 
post-abortive women. The name Project Rachel was inspired 
by Jeremiah 31:15: ‘Rachel weeps for her children...because 
they are no more.’ Over nearly 40 years Vicki trained tens of 
thousands of priests, deacons, and lay people worldwide “to 
understand the aftermath of abortion and its unique healing 
process.” They mainly expected women, but male partners, 
parents, and even abortion clinic workers also sought  
healing. While acknowledging the gravity of abortion, Vicki 
emphasized the love and mercy of God. “Double-down on 
compassion,” she encouraged pro-lifers. 

 

Sources: Our Sunday Visitor  May 8-12, 2022  
National Catholic Register  May 8-21, 222 


